
Plastic pollution in our oceans is increasing at an alarming rate 
each year. Many countries do not have effective rubbish 
collection systems to deal with the huge amount of single-use 
plastic consumed every day. As a result, plastic waste is often 
‘disposed of’ by burning or dumping it in streams and rivers 
that eventually end up in the ocean. Latest research estimates 
8 million tonnes of plastic reach the ocean each year. This is 
equivalent to emptying a shopping bag full of plastic along 
every meter of coastline on the planet every month! 

This plastic waste absorbs toxins and heavy metals before it is 
eaten by birds, fish and other marine wildlife. Some birds in 
Australia have been found with mercury levels 7,500 times 
higher than levels deemed toxic. These toxins are being 
absorbed by the seafood we eat and scientists are concerned 
of the subsequent health impacts on us. 

Both Australia and Indonesia contribute to this problem.  In 
Australia 75% of the litter found on our beaches is plastic - 
totalling about six pieces per square metre, whilst Indonesia is 
the second biggest contributor to plastic waste in the world 
with a lot of this waste ending up in the Indian Ocean. Bottle 
for Botol is working to address this collective footprint 
through direct action and education.

The Problem:
Plastic Pollution

PROPOSAL 2016
COMPLETE PROGRAM

The Bottle for Botol program provides Australian 
schools with the opportunity to teach their students 
lessons within the Australian Curriculum in three key 
areas whilst creating real and positive change in the 
world:

• Sustainability and plastic waste education 

• Cultural understanding & Asian engagement

• Social enterprise

The program provides teachers the opportunity to 
deliver activities that can be adapted to any level, 
from lower primary drawing activities to projects for 
senior commerce classes. We also have strong 
educational partnerships in Indonesia and work with 
local partner organisations and teachers to deliver 
the Indonesian program and select partner schools 
also willing to create change within their community.

About Us

Why should your school 
Get Involved?

Bottle for Botol is a social enterprise located in 
Australia and Indonesia that partners students in 
both countries to work towards creating a 
generational change away from single-use plastics. 
Through our school-based program, students in 
Australia learn about sustainability and plastic waste, 
cultural understanding and social enterprise. 
Students design logos for stainless steel water bottles 
that are then sold throughout their school 
community. 

For every bottle sold, we donate a botol to a 
student at their partner school in Indonesia to help 
them switch from purchasing single-use plastic aqua 
cups to refilling water bottles from gallon dispensers 
at the school canteen. Indonesian students also 
receive an eight-week environmental education 
program and engage in cross-cultural dialogue with 
their Australian partner school students. Our goal is 
to eliminate single-use plastics in all of our 
participating schools and beyond, thus significantly 
reducing the amount of plastic waste entering our 
oceans.



How does it work?The Ultimate Aim
Each Australian school is to try and sell enough water 
bottles to allow every student at their partner school to 
attend an eight-week environmental education program 
and receive an identical water bottle at its conclusion. The 
Indonesian school canteen will switch from supplying 
single-use plastic aqua cups to water refills from 
dispensers and we’d love it if your canteen did this too!

We partner your school with a school in Indonesia that is 
keen to reduce their consumption of single-use plastic. 
Both schools take part in a design competition, exchange 
symbols of friendship and learn about plastic pollution and 
its impact on our environment. Australian students sell 
stainless steel water bottles and Indonesian students 
receive a donated bottle for every one you sell. Students 
can then chat via our communication platform on weekly 
topics posted by the Bottle for Botol team. These topics will 
range from discussing favourite food to local 
environmental issues.
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Results from our Indonesian pilot school

 ⚫ 840 single-use plastic cups 
prevented from entering the 
waste stream each week.

 ⚫ 15% increase in canteen 
profits through water sales.

 ⚫ Reduction in plastic wrapped 
items sold in the canteen.

 ⚫ 23% increase in water 
consumption (not including 
water brought from home).

 ⚫ Water costs students 33% 
less.

 ⚫ 100% student and teacher 
usage rate.

How much does it cost?

We require a pre-payment for 250 bottles - that’s $5,000 
per school. The school will recuperate this money as the 
students and staff sell the water bottles. This pre-payment 
allows us to purchase bottles for both Australian and 
Indonesian students at the same time resulting in a much 
faster turn around and visible impact for your students.

You can sell more than 250 bottles if you like! 

This looks like a big commitment, 
how have other schools managed?

Bottle for Botol engages with selected schools committed 
to embedding sustainability, cultural understanding and 
social entrepreneurship into the fabric of their school 
curriculum. Most of our dedicated schools have managed 
to sell more than 250 bottles during their participation in 
the program. If you still want to be involved, but cannot 
commit to the full year, email us about the Taster Program. 



E. info@bottleforbotol.org 
W. www.bottleforbotol.org

 facebook.com/bottleforbotol

Term Activity Term Activity
One Assembly Presentation from Bottle for Botol 

(depending on geographic location) Three Bottle sales activities

Formation of a committee Delivery of Environmental Education Curriculum

Bottle Design Competition Partner school communication

Creation of Symbols of Friendship Four Bottle sales activities

Two Bottles arrive, printed with winning design Delivery of Environmental Education Curriculum

Bottle sales activities Partner school communication

Students create short school promo video Program Evaluation

Creation of Symbols of Friendship (continued)

Delivery of Environmental Education Curriculum

Begin Partner School Communication

Plastic Free July!

In order to encourage engagement with your partner 
school, participating students in Indonesia and Australia 
exchange Symbols of Friendship. These are short messages 
and drawings that are then attached to the partner 
school’s water bottles. Not only is this a lovely way for the 
Indonesian students to say “thanks!” it’s also a great way 
for students to identify whose bottle is whose.

We’re developing a fun series of activities that can be 
incorporated into classrooms across Australia to bring the 
outcomes of sustainability and Asian engagement to the 
forefront of our program. 

We’ve developed a communication platform accessible on 
iPad and through the web that will allow students in 
Australia and Indonesia to communicate easily. This 
platform will directly translate all messages so your 
students don’t need to be learning Indonesian to take part! 

Symbols of Friendship

Communication Platform

Education Program

This is the most fun aspect of the program. Students across 
all our schools take part in a design competition – the 
winning design is printed on our stainless steel water 
bottles sold in Australia and donated to Indonesia. This 
year, the top three designs (by popular vote) will be 
presented to a panel of judges who will then choose the 
winning design from each country. We print one design 
from Australia and one design from Indonesia. 

Design Competition

Schools are also invited to participate in various other activities 
throughout the year and are encouraged to create their own 
student-led events. Student groups and teachers also have the 
option of visiting their partner school in Indonesia, which the 
Bottle for Botol team can facilitate.

If you are interested in applying for the Complete 
Program, please head to our website (www.
bottleforbotol.org) and complete the online 
application form. For any enquiries, email us at 
info@bottleforbotol.org.

We hope you can join us in creating a generational 
change away from single-use plastic. 

Timeline of activities for 2016


